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The Festival 
PRAYATNA Film & Dance Festival was initiated by Hrishikesh Center of Contemporary Dance in 2009 
to celebrate the International Dance Day and introduce the audiences to World Dance. With four 
successful editions, this annual festival spread across three days is a showcase not only of dance 
performances but also of films, documentaries and biographies from all over the world. The festival 
is organized in collaboration with the Max Mueller Bhavan, Pune and Alliance Francoise, Pune. It is 
supported by the National Film Archives of India (NFAI) and has seen participation from legends like 
Padma Shri Astad Deboo, Padma Shri Rita Ganguly, Kathak legend Uma Dogra, Smt. Shama Bhate, 
Smt Yogini Gandhi and many other international artists. 
 
Each year the final day of the festival falls on the International Dance Day. This day witnesses myriad 
flavours of integrated arts. From classical forms performed to structured formats and contemporary 
forms guided by the abstract, the stage is recognized as a platform to celebrate, experiment and 
express the universal language of movement.  

Inspiration 
The word "Prayatna" means "an effort". After spending 4 years in Germany and extensively travelling 
across Europe working with various dancers, Creative Director Hrishikesh Pawar came back to India 
with one motive in mind - to create a platform for contemporary dance. He observed here that the 
exposure to World dance and the number of opportunities were limited. Hence he came up with this 
effort of an annual festival that will connect the common audience to the forms across the globe. 
The effort was also to have a platform for dancers to come together, share and grow.  

Audience 
All four years of Prayatna Film and Dance Festival have received an overwhelming response from the 
audience. Each year the festival witnesses people across all age groups enjoying the three days. 
Students, theatre artists, writers, dancers and film makers come to the festival in huge numbers. 
About 450 enthusiasts attend the festival on each of its days.  
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Prayatna Film and Dance Festival - 2009 

 
Concept 
 
Kathak Legend Rohini Bhate has not only been a guru for Hrishikesh but 
also a huge inspiration towards becoming a performing artist. The guru's 
command over literature, discipline and dedication towards the art form 
has always left Hrishikesh spellbound. 
 
Another big inspiration has been the modern dancer Gret Pallucua of 
Germany. Gret Pallucua is one of the pioneers of the German 
Expressionist Dance. Her work revolves around the experiences of day-to-
day life. One sees that through the film Pallucua that shows her 
extraordinary journey from being a shy girl to a performing artist who 
won hearts across the world. Hrishikesh is till date fascinated with Gret 
Pallucua's life. 
 
This year's festival was aimed at reconstructing choreographic work of the 
above esteemed artists. 

 
Highlights 
 
Year 2009 marked the beginning of Prayatna Film and Dance Festival's journey. This beginning had to 

be dedicated to these two great artists. The 
highlights of the festival were performances by the 
disciples of Guru Rohini Bhate and the screening of 
Laheja; a film on her life. 
 
"Serenata" the famous choreography by Gret 
Pallucua was recreated by Hrishikesh. This 
performance received a lot of appreciation from the 
audience. 
 
Another highlight of the festival was that it 

presented classical, semi-classical, modern and contemporary dance forms under one roof. 
 
The festival closed on the 29th April 2009 in the presence of Padma Shri Dr. Sucheta Bhide Chafekar 
and Director of Max Mueller Bhavan, Mr. Micheal Flucht. 



 PRAYATNA FILM & DANCE 

 FESTIVAL 
  page 4 
   

 

  

Prayatna Film and Dance Festival - 2010 

 
Concept 
 
Year 2010 was the second year of the Prayatna 
Film and Dance Festival. Over the years 
Hrishikesh had studied the work of great 
dancers as well as film makers who spent a lot 
of time into making movies on the lives of 
these dancers. It was also observed how some 
of the most critically acclaimed film makers 
had incorporated dance beautifully in their 
movies. 
 
The one thing to be observed was how knowingly or unknowingly; the dance form over the years was 
shifting from classical to contemporary. It was important to take the audience through this process 
of gradual transformation in our films. 
 
The second year of Prayatna Film and Dance Festival focused on showcasing films on great dancers, 
choreographers as well as films that had dance as an integral part of them. 

 
Highlights 
 
This year's festival opened at the National Film Archives of India (NFAI) to commemorate some visual 
masterpieces that enthralled the audience with the following documentaries.  

 
The year's festival concluded with a mesmerizing performance by 
legendary dancer Padma Shri Astad Deboo. This day also saw 
performances by Kalachaya Cultural Centre and Hrishikesh's Centre 
of Contemporary Dance. 

Bala Satyajit Ray 
Auf Der Suche Nach Tanz Patricia Courbound 
Nishabd Bhed - Exploring Silence Shama Bhate 
Bahok Gilles D Elmas 
A Hymn for Alvin Ailey Orlando Bagwell 
Why dance for Parkinson's Disease? David Bee 

Feet On Stage Eric Legay 
Rhythm is it? Thomas Grube & Enrique Sanchez Lanz 
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Prayatna Film and Dance Festival - 2011 

 
Concept 
 
Dance as an art form needs a very 
strong academic foundation. In 
2011, the festival was to come in its 
third year. Exploring the dance 
here, it was observed that a lot of 
new choreographies lacked basic 
understanding of the subject. There 
was a need to explore connections 
between academic education and 
professional artistic practice.  
 
Also, dancers face a lot of challenges when it comes to choreographing their own pieces. Therefore it 
was thought how this year's festival dancers could explore choreography as an independent subject. 
There was a need to discuss an approach to the study and combine practice-led artistic and 
theoretical teaching in performing arts. 

 
Highlights 
 
The festival was graced by Padma Shri. Dr. Rita Ganguly who shared her journey as an actor, dancer 
and singer. A talk on Ganguly's life gave the audience an insight on life and art. The festival also 

showcased many beautiful movies like Cafe Mueller - Pina Bausch, 
Breath Made Visible - Ruedi Gerber, Kalpana - Uday Shankar and many 
more. 
 
The year witnessed the B.I.T.S - Body in time and space - a 
choreographic exercise which had dancers in a process of creating 
their own "solo" work to study choreography as an independent 
subject in relation to contemporary art practice, production, 
creativity and critically engaging them with what does dance or 
theatre interpret in today's diverse social and cultural environment. 
 
The year's festival ended with performances by the students of 
FLAMES University, Kalachaya, Naad Rop and Hrishikesh's Centre of 
Contemporary Dance. 
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Prayatna Film and Dance Festival - 2012 

 
Concept 
 
The study of History of Dance is as important as 
any other aspect in learning dance. Watching 
legends like Durga Lalji teaches what makes a 
dancer a true performing artist. The style and 
charisma these legends performed with can't be 
taught in any other way. The fourth year of the 
Prayatna Film and Dance Festival focused on 
learning the History of Dance. With this, it is 
necessary to have an understanding of the 
importance of documentation and its preservation 
in the form of videos, photographs, etc. Only then 
would the generations be able to see and be 
inspired by the legends in the field. 

 
Highlights 
 

The festival opened with "Nirvana through Dance" a 
film on Durga Lalji. It was an experience to see the 
legend on screen and to witness his body of work. 
The festival also had well known documentary film 
maker Mr. Konrad Hirsch speaking on the 
importance of documentation. The seminar also had 
eminent kathak dancer Uma Dogra on the panel 
discussing her experience in created the film on 
Durga Lalji. 
 
One of the key highlights of the festival was a 
three-day exhibition called "India Dance Panorama". 

This exhibition was a collection of 10 years of journalism on dance. Colourful pictures, interesting 
articles and reviews made this exhibition an exciting place. The exhibition pointed out the evolution 
of dance over the last decade 
 
The celebrations also saw dance performances that fascinated the audience with Odissi, Kathak, 
Dance-theatre, Contemporary and Experimental dance 
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Prayatna Film and Dance Festival - Press Coverage 
 
With the help of our esteemed partners and 
sincere efforts of each one in the making of 
these 3 days every year, the entire journey of 
Prayatna Film and Dance festival has received a 
big-hearted response from the press. 
 
Following are a few articles published in various 
newspapers. 


